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Journal ist ,  act iv ist and 
d i s t i ng u i shed  profe s sor 
Marc Lamont Hill discussed 
the ef fect of race on the 
current political landscape 
at his lecture titled “This Is 
America?” on Monday night.
S t u d e nt s  a n d  f a c u l t y 
a l i ke  showed up for  t he 
event, which was sponsored 
b y  t he  L e a d e r s h ip  a nd 
Service Center. Hill focused 
particularly on the promises 
made throughout American 
h istor y and how modern 
society fai ls to l ive up to 
them when it comes to racial 
inequality.
When discussing Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s famous “I 
Have a Dream” address, Hill 
said, “The speech was about 
promises.”
H e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
Emancipation Proclamation, 
t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f 
I n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  t h e 
Constitution as “promissory 
notes,” and he argued that the 
U.S. had not made good on 
some of their promises.
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Greene Street will become 
the center of green living on 
Tuesday as it hosts the Earth 
Jam festival alongside Travel 
Lightly Day and the Healthy 
Carolina Farmer’s Market 
in celebration of Earth Day, 
which is Friday, April 22.
Earth Jam, the of f icial 
Earth Day celebrat ion of 
USC, will be live on Greene 
Street from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sustainable Carolina will 
provide music and hands-
on activities while sharing 
information about sustainable 
pract ices on campus and 
beyond and encourag ing 
environmentally sound living.
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Ser v ices w i l l  a lso be on 
Greene Street on Tuesday 
e n c o u r a g i n g  s t u d e n t s 
and staff to participate in 
Travel Lightly Day. They’ll 
provide information about 
how  t o  m a k e  e v e r yd a y 
trips and commutes more 
environmentally friendly.
The Hea lt hy Carol ina 
Farmers Market will open 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday as well, offering a 
var iet y of f resh produce 
and other locally produced 
items. Registered dietitian 
nutritionists will be on hand 
at 11:30 a.m. to provide tours 
and help students make smart 
purchases.
USC’s Clothesline Project 
revealed their fi nal product 
in honor of Sexual Assault 
Awarenes s  Mont h a f ter 
severa l  weeks of hav ing 
students design T-shirts.
Clothesline is a national 
projec t t hat  encourages 
survivors of sexual violence 
—  o r  a n y o ne  w ho  h a s 
been af fected by it — to 
convey their emotions and 
experiences by designing 
a T-shirt . USC’s project 
w a s  p r i m a r i l y  p u t  o n 
b y  S e x u a l  A s s au l t  a nd 
Violence Intervention and 
Prevention. Tiffany Rogers, 
a lead advocate and program 
coordinator for SAVIP, said 
that Clothesline is just one 
of several events throughout 
Apr i l  that a ims to ra ise 
sexual assault and violence 
awareness.
“ I  t h i n k  T- s h i r t s 
j u s t  r e a l l y  p r o v id e  a n 
opportunity for students to 
be creative,” Rogers said. 
“It’s just raising awareness 
about the prevalence of it, as 
well as allowing students to 
be very creative in how they 
talk about what’s happened 
to them or what’s happened 
to people they know, or just 
speaking out against sexual 
assault.”
S i n c e  t h e  m i d d l e  o f 
March, SAV IP has been 
holding “paint parties” at 
various locations on campus, 
i nc lud i ng  t h ree  a t  t he 
Healthy Carolina farmer’s 
market. Rogers said that 
student organizations and 
residence halls also hosted 
t he i r  ow n  C lo t he s l i ne 
events.
“We’d make kits for them 
that had the shirts and then 
paints or markers,” Rogers 
sa id. “They would make 
them at their own paint 
parties and then bring them 
back to us.”
On April 27, SAV IP is 
host ing a “denim day” to 
e nc ou r a g e  f ac u l t y  a nd 
s t a f f  to  wear  jea ns  a nd 
donate to Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month. SAVIP 
also participated in events 
for  Dome s t ic  V iolence 
A w a r e n e s s  M o n t h  i n 
O c t o b e r  a n d  S t a l k i n g 
Awareness month in January.
A f t e r  f a c i n g  s t r o n g 
opp o s i t ion ,  t he  S out h 
Carolina bathroom bill — 
which would limit free use of 
bathrooms and locker rooms 
by transgender men and 
women — is on shaky ground 
in the state leg islat ure, 
according to The State.
The bill’s main supporter, 
Sen. Lee Bright, did not 
opt to discuss the bill at 
Wednesday ’s commit tee 
meeting, even though this 
directly followed two days 
of testimony from members 
of  t he  com mu n it y  a nd 
government representatives.
Bright said he is trying 
to have the bill sent straight 
to the Senate by winning 
a majority of the General 
Committee, which has 17 
members. So far, he has 
the support of four of those 
senators.
Kevin Bryant, chairman 
of the General Committee, 
is also sponsoring the bill 
and said that getting the bill 
passed by Senate before the 
deadline for House legislation 
is unlikely. Bright hopes that 
a member of the House will 
put a similar bill forward, 
which would increase the 
chance of its passing.
Sen. Marlon Kimpson, 
a member of the General 
Committee, plans to place 
a minority report on the 
bathroom bill, which would 
require it to earn unanimous 
support of the Senate.
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Earth Jam uses crafts and other activities to inform students 
about environmental concerns such as recycling.
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Marc Lamont Hill has worked as a journalist, activist, professor and TV host in his professional career.
Emily Barber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Students drew or painted their own encouraging designs and messages on many-colored T-shirts.
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to educate on 
sustainability
SC bathroom bill 
struggles to pass
Tiffany Mitchell: 
Perfect fit for Indiana
PG 9
A s a par t  of  St udent Hea lt h 
Services, SAVIP always looks to 
work with students and help educate 
them on any matters pertaining to 
sexual health.
“I think that, especially for college 
students, consent can get very tricky. 
That’s something we hear a lot in 
our office — just miseducation or 
misunderstanding of what consent 
is,” Rogers said. “We also do a lot of 
partnering with student orgs. If they 
have events that they want to do or 
they’re interested in collaborating 
with us, we can always be there to 
support, bring materials — anything 
that they want to do.”
Ult imately, the goal of USC’s 
Clothesline Project was to encourage 
students to share their experiences 
with sexual violence and assault in a 
creative, relatable and inspiring way.
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• Affordable tuition and fees  
• Transfer credits
• Beautiful location
Maymester begins May 9.
Summer Full begins May 31.
Summer 1 begins May 31.
Summer 2 begins July 11.
Sumter authorities identify
Sunday’s ATV crash victim
Sumter County sheriffs identifi ed 12-year-old Hunter Moore as the 
boy killed in an ATV crash Sunday afternoon, WIS reports. The vehicle 
fl ipped multiple times before landing on top of him while he was riding it. 
Deputies received the call around 3 p.m. Moore was taken partway to the 
hospital in a car until Florence County EMS reached them and took him 
the rest of the way in an ambulance. Moore died before they arrived at the 
hospital. He was in sixth grade and had turned 12 on April 12.
— Compiled by Emily Barber, News Editor
Police are searching for two men who stole several Yeti coolers valued 
at $3,500 from Dick’s Sporting Goods on Sunday, The State reports. The 
men went into the store on Two Notch Road around 12 p.m. and fl ed with 
10 coolers. One of the suspects was a white man estimated to be in his 
20s wearing a baseball cap, tan shorts and a dark jacket. The other was 
described as a white man in this 30s wearing a gray shirt and camoufl age 
shorts.
— Compiled by Emily Barber, News Editor
Eleven Midlands residents have been indicted for fraudulent acquisition 
or use of food stamps, WLTX reports. They were all accused either 
of getting Supplemental Nutrition Assistant Program assistance by 
providing false information or allowing individuals to use food stamps 
to buy non-qualifying items. Robert Chestnut, Brittany Seibles, Tineta 
Kinloch and Alana James could face up to a $5,000 fi ne and 10 years’ 
prison time. The other suspects face lesser charges that could lead to $500 
fi nes and fi ve years incarceration.
— Compiled by Emily Barber, News Editor
Suspects steal coolers
valued at $3,500 from Dick’s
Richland County indicts
11 residents for food stamp fraud
Hil l went on to point out the 
occurrences in American history, such 
as the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments 
and the landmark court case Brown v. 
Board of Education of Topeka, that 
pushed the United States toward racial 
equality.
Th roughout  h i s  speech ,  H i l l 
discussed the idea of white people 
failing to identify with people of color 
simply because of race, even though 
poverty can affect both races just as 
easily. He used his experience from 
working at Fox News and advocating 
against former President George W. 
Bush’s tax cuts to get his point across 
to the audience. He talked about 
explaining the system to members of 
the lower class who opposed raising 
taxes on upper classes even though that 
money would be returned to the poor. 
“But we’ve racialized poverty in such 
a way that he can’t see outside of that,” 
Hill said. “He’s still conditioned to 
think that he’s one of the people giving 
out the money when he’s the one who 
needs the money.”
Hill also focused on the importance 
of having every voice heard in society 
and avoiding considering anyone to be 
“disposable.” Early on in the lecture, 
Hill asked everyone to rise and join 
him in a rendition of “Lift Every Voice 
And Sing,” which he referred to as the 
“black national anthem.”
“We didn’t make a freedom song 
called ‘Lift Some Voices.’ We didn’t 
make a freedom song called ‘Lift 
Black Voices,’” Hill said. “We made a 
freedom song called ‘Lift Every Voice.’ 
... The idea of lift every voice is a 
marker for American democracy to say 
that the lesson of freedom, the freedom 
dream ... isn’t for the oppressed to 
become oppressors. It ain’t for us to 
get black rights and silence gay rights.”
Hill emphasized this point again 
when he discussed the importance of 
listening to all people and allowing 
everyone to have a say in the public 
conversation.
“We don’t want to hate the rich, and 
we don’t want to abandon the middle 
class like America has for the last 30 
years, but what we also don’t want to 
do is silence or disappear the poor,” 
Hill said. “And what we’ve done for the 
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SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com
The Apartments at  
Palmetto Compress 




1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments  
Available for Fall 2016
Sun and fun at the pool deck 
Resident TV lounge with games
State-of-the-art fitness center 
Patio & private balconies available
DON’T BE AN
take a tour at
PALMETTO COMPRESS 
from 4/11-4/22 and receive a 
Village Idiot gift card 
for a complimentary large  





After immense success with 
their fi rst album, The Lumineers’ 
sophomore release, “Cleopatra,” 
continues the peaceful, catchy 
acoustic-folk that brands them 
while also bringing the band more 
into their own.
The album’s three singles — 
“O phel i a ,”  “C leopat r a”  a nd 
“Angela” — are quirky, creative 
songs that foreshadowed the great 
album that released on April 8.
The band’s second album starts 
off strongly with “Sleep on the 
Floor.” As the song begins with 
a slow, commanding beat and 
Wesley Schultz’s unique voice, 
all of The Lumineers’ fans can 
breathe a big sigh of relief. “Sleep 
on the Floor” brings us more of 
the classic sound that we fell in 
love with. “Gun Song” is another 
standout on the album for all of 
the same reasons, which proves 
that cont inuing their original 
sound was the right call.
The f irst single, “Ophel ia,” 
immediately stands out as the 
st rongest song on the a lbum. 
Wit h a  power f u l  and catchy 
beat, The Lumineers prove that 
they are firmly grounded in the 
sound that was so well-received 
in their self-titled debut album. 
However, their sound develops 
and evolves throughout the album 
into a stronger style, showing the 
creative confi dence that is helping 
them make richer music. 
The piano inst rumentals in 
“Ophelia” are both beautiful and 
chaotic, perfectly capturing the 
quirky essence of the song and 
the woman that they sing of. The 
l ine “Heaven help a fool who 
falls in love” further adds to the 
theme of the song with catchy yet 
meaningful lyrics.
“In the Light” has a sweet , 
lighter melody — an element that 
is missing elsewhere on the album. 
My only qualm with this album is 
that the latter half becomes, rather 
repetitively, a bit sad. After “In 
the Light,” the album becomes a 
string of slower and sadder songs. 
Although all of these songs are 
pretty and interesting to listen to 
individually, strung together they 
come off as one repetitive song, 
“The most wasted of all days is one 
without laughter.”
We’ve all probably heard this quote by 
poet E. E. Cummings, and it’s a great one 
to live by. If you love laughing and can’t 
get enough of your favorite comedians, 
here are four autobiographies by some 
famous women of comedy that are sure to 
delight.
“Yes Please” by Amy Poehler
In “Yes Please,” Poehler is very candid 
about the accomplishments and downfalls 
that have marked her career. She talks 
about her upbringing, her launch into her 
career, her marriage, her children and her 
divorce, and she does not hold back her 
opinions. The book is very serious, yet still 
retains the hilarity of Poehler’s personality. 
It includes essays such as “My Books on 
Divorce,” “Humping Justin Timberlake,” 
“Parents Just Do Understand” and “Don’t 
Forget to Tip Your Waitresses.”
“Bossypants” by Tina Fey
Fey writes her book very much as an 
autobiography, chronologically telling 
her readers of her childhood, various jobs, 
college career and path to success. She 
cracks jokes on almost every page, leaving 
you laughing out loud as you read. If you 
find yourself discouraged by the menial 
obstacles in the way of your dream career 
or literally climbing mountains to get 
your crush’s attention, “Bossypants” is for 
you. If Fey can get through it, you can, 
too. The book includes chapters such as 
“Remembrances of Being a Little Bit Fat,” 
“The Secrets of Mommy’s Beauty” and 
“Peeing In Jars With Boys.”
“Is Everyone Hanging Out Without 
Me? (And Other Concerns)” by Mindy 
Kaling
If you’re a fan of “The Offi ce” or “The 
Mindy Project,” Kaling’s book is sure 
to entertain. She tells of her childhood 
and path to success in a perfectly candid 
way while still maintaining a positive 
outlook. This book will have you giggling 
at every chapter. It includes essays such as 
“Chubby for Life,” “The Day I Stopped 
Eating Cupcakes” and “In Defense of 
Chest Hair.”
“Not That Kind of Girl” by Lena 
Dunham
If you f ind HBO’s “Girls” at t imes 
almost a bit too relatable, this book is 
defi nitely the one for you. Though it has 
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T h i s  p a s t  weekend , 
Disney released its highly 
a nt ic ipated rema ke of 
a beloved classic, ‘The 
Jungle Book,’ and director 
Jon Favreau’s adaptation of 
the legend was every bit as 
magical and endearing as 
the original.
W h i le  mo s t  p e o p le 
can agree that sequels, 
adaptations and remakes 
ha rd ly  a mou nt  to  t he 
original fi lms, ‘The Jungle 
B o ok ,’  a l s o  b a s e d  on 
Rudyard Kipling’s 1894 
collection of stories, only 
made viewers fall more in 
love with the characters 
and the narrative.
F r o m  t h e  v e r y 
beginning, v iewers are 
t a k e n  o n  a n  a c t i o n -
packed journey that, with 
t he  help  of  t he  f i l m’s 
beautiful cinematography 
and unbelievable special 
ef fects, feels posit ively 
lifelike. 
Mowgli, a “man-cub” 
raised by a close-knit pack 
of wolves,  is  forced to 
embark on a new adventure 
after a threat from the self-
proclaimed ruler of the 
jungle, Shere Khan. After 
a conf rontat ion at  t he 
Peace Rock with the tiger, 
who utterly detests man, 
the young boy must escape 
the tiger’s wrath and start 
a strange new life in the 
“man village,” even though 
the jungle is the only home 
he has ever known. With 
the help of old and new 
fr iends, Mowgli begins 
a  b r a v e  j o u r ne y  t h a t 
ultimately becomes a quest 
of self-discovery.
While the fi lm preserves 
t h e  m a g i c  a n d  t h e 
memories of the Disney 
classic, it also adds its own 
fl air with new characters, 
hilarious commentary and 
plot twists. In addit ion 
to cast or ig inals Baloo 
the bear, Bagheera the 
panther, Kaa the snake, 
wolves Raksha and Akela 
and King Louie the ape, 
we are introduced to brand 
new characters including 
wolf cub Grey and the 
porcupine Ikki, who add 
to the heartwarming tale. 
A lso, the f i lm’s reprise 
of soundtrack favorites 
i n c lu d i n g  “ T he  B a r e 
Necessities” and “I Wan’na 
Be Like You” restore all 
the feels of 1967.
T h i s  f i l m ,  s t a r r i n g 
Neel Sethi, Bill Murray, 
Idris Elba, Ben Kingsley, 
Lupita Nyong’o, Scarlett 
Johansson and Christopher 
Walken, truly brings to 
l i fe  t he jungle and it s 
lovable, incredibly realistic 
creat ures ,  mak ing it  a 
must-see this season for 


















Courtesy of Dualtone Records
“Cleopatra” gives fans of The Lumineers more of their catchy indie folk sound and also evolves the band’s sound.
Courtesy of MCT Campus
“The Jungle Book” reinvents and pays homage to the 1967 animated fi lm.
‘The Jungle Book’ 
honors Disney classic
‘Cleopatra’ strengthens sound
lacking the commanding beats in the 
fi rst half of the album.
That being said, “Sick In The 
Head” deserves credit. With lyrics 
such as “People say I’m no good/ 
Write me off, oh yes they should/ 
f--- ‘em they’re just sick in the 
head,” the song is quietly and deeply 
intimate.  
“ P a t i e n c e , ”  a n  e n t i r e l y 
instrumental song played on the 
piano, is a good, short transitional 
piece in the album. It offers a soft 
and brief break between the deep 
lyrics of other songs — a time to 
collect your thoughts.
On the whole, “Cleopatra” doesn’t 
disappoint. The Lumineers take 
this opportunity to both solidify 
and strengthen their sound with 
a thought f u l a lbum, w ith each 
song transitioning well to the next. 
Although the latter half of the album 
is heavy on slow, sad songs, the rest 
of “Cleopatra” overshadows this 
with commanding, catchy beats. 
The Lumineers’ fans can rejoice that 
we have more of the indie-folk music 
that put them on the map and in our 
hearts.
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Carolina Alert is the Emergency
Preparedness resource
for students and parents.
• Sign up to receive emergency alerts
• Learn how to stay safe on campus







been surrounded by some controversy, 
Dunham’s book is  a g reat read. 
Dunham is the youngest of these 
four comedians, and her experiences 
resonate the most with college students 
or young professionals. She tells of her 
experiences of dating, dieting, work-
life and friendship. She discusses some 
of the darker sides of growing up, 
including death and sexual assault. 
Some of her essays include “Take My 
Virginity (No, Really, Take It),” “Girl 
Crush: That Time I Was Almost a 
Lesbian, Then Vomited” and “True 
Punk.”
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not 
exceed 500 words.  Students 
must include their full name, major 
and year. Faculty and staff must 
include their full name, position and 
department. Community members 
must include their full name and 
appl icable job t i t le .  Ver i f iab le 
statements of fact must include at 
least one source; if we cannot verify 
a statement of fact, your letter will 
not be published until the writer 
implements necessary changes or 
provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com




For the last few years, I’ve spent 
at least one night a week putting 
my t houghts on paper for t h is 
publicat ion about myriad topics, 
f rom serious things such as the 
presidential primary and last year’s 
f lood to lighter topics such as the 
train problem in Columbia or the 
value of memes. I was even lucky 
enough to serve as an editor on the 
staff, if only for a few semesters.
As I look back on my time writing 
and edit ing opinions, I’ve been 
wondering. What drives people to 
stake out positions on something 
and express it to people? Why is 
your Facebook feed peppered with 
snarky posts about the election or 
your Twitter mostly a collection of 
your witticisms on daily life? And 
most importantly, is having a strong 
opinion always necessary?
Part of college, as I’ve discovered, 
is opening up to new perspectives 
and ideas. Some of my most valuable 
hours freshman year were spent not 
in the classroom but in the residence 
hall lounge late at night, discussing 
polit ics, pop culture or personal 
experiences. My roommates, friends, 
professors and classmates have been 
invaluable resources not only for 
good times or support, but also for 
challenging my ideas and stoking 
introspection and debate.
As for the opinion page, a former 
editor summed it up this way to me: 
We discuss the topics your mom 
said were impolite to talk about. 
Politics, religion and scandal are 
frequent topics. We rarely hold to 
the famous maxim, “If you don’t 
have something nice to say, don’t say 
anything” — or however that saying 
goes. A lthough we always try to 
make our point civilly, things might 
get a little heated from time to time. 
But that’s OK.
A lot of people wonder why the 
discourse in our political system, 
and, indeed, our society, has fallen 
off in the last few decades. I am 
sure that one reason for the decline 
is that our debates have become 
140-character conversations, and 
our values systems have become 
more and more vague.
There is something to be said 
for pol it ical correctness. It has 
helped lead to a more tolerant 
and compassionate societ y and 
helped shine a light on bigotry and 
extremism. But it has also led to 
the policing of thought and the 
withdrawal of some from the public 
sphere in fear.
Pa r a d o x i c a l l y,  w e  s e e m  t o 
be cr it ic ized as  bot h an over-
opinionated generation and one that 
is too afraid of hurting other people’s 
feelings. It’s fine to have a strong 
opin ion,  convent iona l  w isdom 
holds, so long as it fi ts in with the 
socially acceptable narrative. But I 
see a different reality — one where 
students at USC and all across the 
country are willing to challenge the 
status quo and each other and speak 
out against whatever we disagree 
with.
We may not be as strident as our 
parents about our protests or our 
hatred of authority, but I’m sure 
that we have just as many strong 
opinions about politics, art and the 
human condition as they did. The 
trick is making sure those beliefs 
shine through and are challenged.
So if something really ticks you 
off, discuss it with your friends. Talk 
about it with groups of people you 
don’t know so well. And above all, 
write about it, whether it’s on social 
media, in your classes or in the pages 
of The Daily Gamecock.
Only by discussing the issues of 
our time in an open and honest way 
will we tackle them head-on, and 
I hope that over the last few years 
in the opinion section, I’ve helped 
contribute to the discussion a little 
bit. I think I have — at least, that’s 
my opinion.
The persecution of Christians 
is a subject of intense debate in 
this country. What should be a 
relatively simple question to answer 
— whether persecution happens — 
is instead politicized, with the right 
insisting upon an infringement on 
Christians’ freedom to worship, and 
the left dismissing such claims as 
alarmist and baseless. This polarity 
of perspective is prevalent in our 
very own opinion section. However, 
the question of Christians’ disputed 
persecution need not be politicized, 
and it can be broken down into 
facts devoid of political bias. The 
simple answer, an answer based not 
in opinion, but in empirical data, 
is that Christianity is the single 
most persecuted faith on the planet. 
This fact, however, is obscured by 
America’s national politics, a system 
in which the conf l ict bet ween 
the Christian right and the more 
secular left has distracted from 
the truth about the world’s most 
oppressed religious group.
The real it y of Christ ianit y ’s 
o p p r e s s i o n  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y 
su r pr i s i ng to  most  people  i n 
the West. Thus, before we can 
address the global and systematic 
maltreatment of this population, it 
is important to understand exactly 
why the persecution of Christianity 
has been such a divisive topic. To 
start out, neither the left nor the 
right in this country is correct.
As embedded religious practices 
and a traditionally Christian society 
give way to a more secular era in 
which government and religion 
are becoming truly separate, the 
Christian right is claiming to be 
persecuted. Unfortunately for 
them, this kind of persecution is 
largely nonexistent and is instead 
a  k nee-jerk  reac t ion to  t hei r 
diminishing infl uence in a country 
that has, since its creation, been 
ingrained with Christian values and 
practices.
I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  l o n g -
maintained dominance, the left 
ha s  cons t r uc ted  a  p ic t u re  of 
Christians as the oppressive class, 
a power-hungry group of despots 
desperately clinging to the vestiges 
of their pre-eminence. It is this 
opinion, coupled with the fact that 
the vast majority of people in this 
country are Christ ian, that has 
concealed the truth of the matter. 
The truth is that 80 percent of all 
religiously discriminatory acts in 
the world target Christians.
Becau se  of  Ch r i s t i a n it y ’s 
position as a global hegemon, the 
plight of Christians worldwide is 
dismissed. In its attempt to even 
the political scale, the U.S. and 
the West at large have overlooked 
t h i s  ver y  rea l  ons laught  of 
religious oppression targeted at 
those most often associated with 
intolerance — a sick irony if ever 
there was one. The result of this 
politicization of oppression is that 
the very real suffering of Christians 
around the world has gone almost 
entirely unacknowledged.
According to the The Centre for 
the Study of Global Christianity 
in the United States ,  100,000 
Christians are killed each year as a 
result of their faith. In addition to 
this alarming statistic, about 200 
million Christians are oppressed 
or socially disadvantaged for their 
beliefs. Notwithstanding, this vast 
suffering remains unaddressed.
However, the left in this country 
is not entirely to blame for this 
pernicious narrative. In many ways, 
the Christian right’s response to 
this country’s recent social advances 
has maligned its reputation to the 
extent that staunch crit icism is 
almost impossible to avoid, if not 
entirely deserved. In this case, the 
actions of a minority of individuals 
(Kim Davis’ refusal to acknowledge 
the legality of gay marriage, for 
example) has helped to support an 
image of conservative Christians 
as intolerant and behind the times. 
This perception, when applied to 
the rest of the world, makes it both 
easy and convenient to ignore the 
plight of this religious group.
In recent years, this country 
has made countless attempts and 
considerable progress to counter 
the Islamophobia that fol lows 
terrorist at tacks committed by 
Muslim extremists, a necessary and 
progressive step to f ight against 
prejudice, even if the vast majority 
of religious hate crimes in this 
country are targeted at Jews (56.8 
percent compared to Muslims’ 16.1 
percent). So here, an interesting 
pat tern is  beg inn ing to form. 
Regardless of all data, we seem to 
protect only those who do not hold 
a traditionally dominant position in 
society.
T he  t a keaway  i s  t hat  e ven 
h e g e m o n i c  g r o u p s  a r e  n o t 
immune to persecution. Simply 
ignoring the suffering of those 
with alleged political power will 
not make oppression go away, nor 
will it strengthen previously held 
misconceptions. As we have made 
steps against Islamophobia, so too 
can we help fi ght against Christians’ 
persecution. We simply need to put 
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EMPLOYMENT
Advertising Sales
In Columbia this summer? 
Student Media is now hiring 
3 students to work June-
August selling advertising 
to local businesses in the 
Columbia area. You will be 
trained to sell print, online and 
mobile advertising. This is a 
commission based position. 
Interested? Email sarahs@




All Star Gymnastics is hiring 
gymnastics coaches. Prior 





GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL 
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced 
Downtown Columbia Medical 
practice is interviewing for 
candidates graduating in 
May 2016 and planning to 
attend medical school.  Gain 
valuable clinical experience 
while applying to medical 
school.  The ideal candidate 
will have a 3.6 and higher 
GPA, graduating in May 2016, 
superior work ethic and high 
energy.  On the job training 
while being paid.  This is a 
full time position.  One Year 
Commitment required.





Kitchen and Wait Staff  wanted
Groucho’s Deli ( various 
locations) is currently looking 
for Part-time/Full time Kitchen 
and Wait Staff . Must be able 
to work shift work. Lunch 
10-3 and dinner 4-9 as well 
as weekends. Please apply in 
person at 611 Harden street, 
Columbia Sc 29205 or 20 E. 





Sail: PEDU150  (803) 317 9060
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SALES CLERK
PEOPLES PAWN SHOP 
SEEKING PART TIME YOUNG 
PERSON , MUST BE ABLE 
TO LIFT HEAVY OBJECTS , 
WELL GROOMED, HONEST, 
RELIABLE, BE ABLE TO 
WORK AT LEAST 20 HRS. 
PER WEEK, APPLY IN 
PERSON  MON. THRU FRI. 
BETWEEN 10 AM AND 3 
PM ASK FOR JON OR CALL 
803-256-1889 AND ASK FOR 
























31 “We __ amused”
34 Role for Liz
35 Personality part









47 Cause of bad
luck, so they say























3 Capital south of
Olympia















23 Able to give a
firsthand account
24 “Holy __!”




29 Stare rudely at
30 Related














45 Is up against
48 “Cross my heart!”
49 Maker of Caplio
cameras
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Aries
For the next month, with 
the sun in Taurus, cash 
fl ow rises. Collaborative 
efforts go further today 
and tomorrow. Take the 
shortest route. Postpone 
t ravel  and sh ipping. 
Setbacks are part of the 
process.
Taurus
Focus on work today 
and tomorrow. Your 
self-confi dence increases 
for the next four weeks, 
with the sun in your 
sign. You’re in your own 
element. You have the 
advantage.
Gemini
Rest and relax over the 
nex t t wo days.  Take 
extra time for peaceful 
c o nt e mpl a t io n  t h i s 
month, with the sun 
in Taurus. Finish old 




have  you r  at tent ion 
today and tomorrow. It’s 
party time over the next 
month, with the sun in 
Taurus. You’re especially 
popular. Invite friends 
over  a nd  s h a re  t he 
results of your efforts.
Leo
You learn especia l ly 
q u i c k l y  t o d a y  a n d 
tomorrow. For the next 
four weeks, with the sun 
in Taurus, advance your 
professiona l agenda. 
Career matters move to 
the front burner.
Virgo
The next two days could 
be profitable. Don’t let 
it  s l ip t hrough your 
fingers. Travel beckons 
this month. Expand an 
exploration. Study your 
route and opt ions at 
your destination.
Libra
You’re getting stronger 
today and tomorrow. 
Make f inancial plans 
this month, with the 
sun in Taurus. Invest 
for the future. The more 
organized you get, the 
more you save. Sort , 
count and fi le.
Scorpio
R e l a x  a n d  e n j o y 
a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
p r o j e c t  t o d a y  a n d 
tomorrow. Close out 
old f iles. Clear space 
for new possibil it ies. 
Collaboration is key this 
month, with the sun in 
Taurus. Rely on each 
other for support.
Sagittarius
Enjoy a two-day social 
phase. Your work suits 
you for the next month, 
with the Taurus sun. 
It’s easier to get the job 
done. Take extra care of 
your physical well-being 
with your busy schedule.
Capricorn
A professional challenge 
has your focus today 
and tomorrow. Take 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  a n 
oppor t u n it y.  You’re 
lucky in love, romance 
and games over the next 
month. Pursue matters 
of the heart.
Aquarius
St udy,  re sea rch a nd 
travel for an answer over 
the next two days. A 
home renovation could 
disrupt your workf low 
over the next month, 
with the sun in Taurus. 
Pisces
To avoid a potent ia l 
f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m , 
play the game exactly 
by t he book . Tack le 
d e t a i l e d  c h o r e s 
today  or  tomor row. 
Communicat ions and 
research thr ive over 
the next month. Write, 
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Join the ranks of over 
33,000 and follow us 
on Twitter.
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MY CAROLINA STUDENT NETWORK’S
Last week, former South Carolina 
guard Tiffany Mitchell achieved her 
WNBA dreams, being drafted by the 
Indiana Fever with the ninth overall 
pick.
Mitchell is the highest draft selection 
from South Carolina since Jocelyn 
Penn was selected ninth overall in the 
2003 WNBA Draft and the fi rst player 
selected in the fi rst-round since Dawn 
Staley took over in 2008. Penn lasted just 
two seasons in the league, while Aleighsa 
Welch, who was a second-round pick by 
the Chicago Sky in 2015, was released 
before the season started. 
Mitchell certainly shoulders quite a 
bit of pressure entering the WNBA, but 
Indiana head coach Stephanie White 
is confident that Mitchell’s experience 
under Staley will help at the next level.
“She’s been challenged and been 
coached by one of the greats in Dawn 
Staley, and we just feel like, with her 
values, her toughness, her tenacity, she 
really fi ts what our franchise is about,” 
White said. 
Historically, Indiana is known for 
its toughness and gritty style of play, 
comparable to the NBA’s Memphis 
Grizzlies. But, last season, the Fever’s 
defense and rebounding fell to mediocre 
at best. They ranked sixth in points 
allowed per game with 75.8, eighth in 
rebounding with 32.4 per game and next 
to last in assists with 14.9 per game. 
Mitchell should help in all of these 
categories, most importantly on the 
defensive end and with three-point 
shooting. Last season, only Shenise 
Johnson and Briann January shot over 
40 percent from beyond the arc among 
players who attempted 50 or more 




Mitchell goes to Indiana
Adam Collins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
WHITESIDE IS NBA’S 
NEXT BIG THING
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The 2016 NBA post season has 
gotten off to a pretty boring start as 
just two of the eight series-opening 
games were decided by fewer than 10 
points. The Western Conference games 
were particularly noncompetitive as 
the conference’s top seeds won by an 
average of 29 points, with the closest 
game being the fourth-seeded Clippers 
115-95 domination of the fifth-seeded 
Trail Blazers.  
Excluding the lockout-shortened 
campaign in 2011-12, this is the fi rst time 
since the 2009-10 season that the playoffs 
have not included a team with a losing 
record. However, the fi nal four teams to 
make the playoffs in the West this season 
were a combined 10 games over .500, 
which could explain the four blowouts 
that occurred over the weekend. The 
Eastern Conference games were a bit 
more competitive, including an upset 
from the seventh-seeded Pacers over the 
East’s second-best team, the Toronto 
Raptors.  
Despite some mildly interest ing 
basketball in the first games of the 
Eastern Conference quarterf inals, 
there are simply too many teams in 
the playoffs every year. Sixteen of the 
league’s 30 teams fi nd themselves playing 
more than 82 games in a season, which 
is simply excessive. The NFL, a league 
with 32 teams, allows just 12 teams into 
the postseason, while Major League 
Baseball’s postseason features 10 teams, 
four of which square off in a wild-card 
play-in game in each league.
The playing f ield in the NBA is 
generally very top heavy, where 
the top teams in each conference 
are dominant, as was the case in the 
West this season. The Golden State 
Warriors had the best season in league 
history, winning 73 games, while the San 
Antonio Spurs posted their best record 
in the Gregg Popovich era at 67-15. In 
the East, the Cavaliers are the runaway 
favorite to return to the NBA Finals, 
while the Raptors were considered to be 
strong favorites against the Pacers before 
dropping the fi rst game on Saturday.
Because of this trend of top-heavy 
dominance, a team seeded seventh or 
eighth in its conference has not won a 
playoff series since the 2012 postseason, 
when the Philadelphia 76ers upset the 
Chicago Bulls in six games. However, 
it is certainly worth pointing out that 
the Bulls lost their star point guard, 
Derrick Rose, to a torn ACL in the fi rst 
game of that series, which they won by 
12 points. The Bulls simply weren’t the 
same from that point on and had little 
time to adjust, bowing out quickly by 
losing four of the next fi ve games.
In the last three postseasons coming 
into this year’s run, the bottom two 
seeds in each conference won a total of 
16 games, which is an average of fewer 
than a game and a half per series. Five 
of the 12 series were sweeps, which just 
isn’t what fans want to see out of playoff 
basketball.
The NBA Playoffs are too long to not 
be interesting throughout. The Warriors 
captured the Larry O’Brien Trophy 
on June 16 of last year after beginning 
their playoff run on April 18, nearly two 
months earlier. With four rounds of 
best-of-seven series, the postseason drags 
on 
into 
m i d -
J u n e , 
even t hough 
the games sometimes 
aren’t competitive until 
the conference f inals. 
The top two seeds in each 
conference reached the 
conference fi nals in each 
of the last two seasons, 
and only the 2014-15 
Houston Rockets were 
pushed to seven games in 
the conference semifi nals. 
The competitiveness of the 
early rounds of postseason 
play is lacking, which does 
not cater to the fans.
I  p r o p o s e  a  s y s t e m 
similar to the one used by 
the NFL. Each conference 
should send six teams to the 
postseason rather than eight, 
and the top two seeds in the 
conference receive a bye. This 
system would create more 
competitive basketball in the 
earlier rounds, prompting 
more fans to tune in for the 
entirety of the postseason.
H a s s a n  W h i t e s i d e , 
center for the Miami Heat, 
is already big in several 
ways. He stands at 7 feet 
tall and weighs over 260 
pounds. He is also featured 
in many of DJ Khaled’s 
Snapchat videos, so he 
is already a big man and 
a big celebrity. Lately, 
Whiteside has shown 
his potential to become 
even bigger, this time 
on the hardwood.
W hiteside is one 
the youngest players 
on the aging Miami 
Heat .  Before t he 
2015-2016 season, 
W h i t e s i d e  h a d 
p l a y e d  t h r e e 
inju r y-plag ued 
s e a s o n s , 
a p p e a r i n g  i n 
just a total of 67 
g a me s  on  t he 
NBA level while 
a l so spend ing 
some t ime in t he 
D-League. This season, Whiteside 
was able to stay healthy, and his stats 
bumped up accordingly. In 73 regular 
season games, he averaged 14.2 points, 
11.8 rebounds and 3.7 blocks while 
only starting 43 games.
The Heat is led by two former stars, 
Dwayne Wade (age 31) and Luol Deng 
(age 34), who are about to become 
white dwarfs. Each of the two is 
capable of shouldering the load on 
occasion, but neither player can be 
relied upon to contribute night in and 
night out in the future. That’s where 
the younger core of the Heat roster 
will come into play. Point guard Goran 
Dragic and 2015 lottery pick Justise 
Winslow will presumably take over the 
Miami backcourt as the changing of 
the guard (literally) occurs, but those 
two will need a proper big man to feed 
the ball to.
Whiteside has been groomed for 
that role over the past few seasons and 
seems ready to come into his own. 
Whiteside has surged up one of the 
biggest question marks of his game 
by improving his free throw shooting 
percentage from 41.7 percent in 2011-
2012 to 65 percent in 2015-2016. With 
teams not as likely to use the Hack-A-
Whiteside approach with his improved 
shooting, he can spend more time on 
the court in crunch time situations. 
Having proven himself already as one 
of the game’s premier rim protectors — 
he fi nished third place in the Defensive 
Player of the Year voting this season — 
there is not much standing in the way 
of Whiteside.
W h ite s ide  ha s  show n f l a she s 
of his potential along the way, but 
has yet to put it all together over an 
extended period of time. In Sunday’s 
playoff game against the Charlotte 
Hornets, Whiteside earned a starting 
nod and answered head coach Erik 
Spoelstra’s challenge with 21 points on 
9-11 shooting, 11 rebounds and three 
blocks. He is also one of seven players 
in the last 50 years to have at least 14 
points, 13 rebounds and 12 blocks in 
one game. Other players on that list 
include Shaquille O’Neal and Dikembe 
Mutombo, pretty good company for a 
player in just his fourth year in the 
league and only 26-years-old.
Look for Whiteside to make an even 
bigger splash next season and for him 
to be a big contributor if the Heat, 
who is the third seed in the Eastern 
Conference, makes a deep run in the 
playoffs over the next few weeks.
threes on 133 attempts. Mitchell, on the 
other hand, made 61 threes in her senior 
year at South Carolina and shot nearly 
40 percent for her career. 
At 5-foot-9, Mitchell is also a sneaky 
good rebounder averaging 4.1 rebounds 
per game in four years at South Carolina, 
in addition to 1.7 steals per game.
“Anytime that you have a defensive 
mentality, anytime that you compete 
the way that she competes, you have an 
opportunity to contribute. She’s never 
going to hurt you on the defensive end 
of the fl oor, and that’s exactly what you 
want,” White said. 
Although Mitchell will likely come 
off the bench her rookie season, she will 
almost certainly have the opportunity 
to make a major impact on this team, 
perhaps even pushing Indiana over the 
championship hump. She’ll have the 
chance to learn from a WNBA legend 
Tamika Catchings, who’s expected 
to retire after the 2016 season, and 
potentially blossom into a regular starter 
next year.
Any boost from Mitchell off the 
bench should equal more wins, however, 
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